
CALL   FOR   PRESENTATION   ABSTRACTS     
APTNE   2022   ANNUAL   MEETING   &   SYMPOSIUM   

WALKING   THE   PRESERVATION   TIGHTROPE:   TECHNOLOGY   VS.   TRADITION   
The   Associa�on   of   Preserva�on   Technology   Northeast   Chapter   (APTNE)   invites   the   submission   of   abstracts   for   
considera�on   for   presenta�on   at   the   upcoming   2022   APTNE   Annual   Mee�ng   &   Symposium,   to   be   held   on   Friday,   February   
25 th ,   2022,   with   an   in-person   event   held   at   Hudson   Hall   at   the   historic   Hudson   Opera   House   in   Hudson,   New   York,   as   well   
as   a   virtual   program.    The   overarching   theme   of   the   2022   APTNE   Annual   Mee�ng   &   Symposium   is   technology   vs.   tradi�on   
and   will   feature   presenta�ons   and   a   panel   discussion   from   professionals,   emerging   professionals,   and   local   students.   

  
“Technology,   though   ceaselessly   striving   toward   the   future,   has   con�nually   revised   how   we   view   the   past,”   Ben   Rowen.   
  

Preserva�on   of   the   built   environment   requires   a   thorough   understanding   of   historic   construc�on   and   cra�smanship,   but   
preserva�on   professionals   frequently   walk   the   �ghtrope   of   integra�ng   old   construc�on   with   new   technologies.   Too   much   
focus   to   either   side   and   a   building   can   lose   historic   character   or   risk   becoming   obsolete.   As   the   world   moves   towards   
integra�ng   new   modes   of   technology   into   all   phases   of   construc�on,   we   also   risk   the   loss   of   knowledge   from   trades   and   
cra�spersons   as   younger   genera�ons   are   drawn   towards   the   latest   and   greatest,   at   the   expense   of   the   tried   and   true.     

  
Preserva�on   is   le�   to   wrestle   with   a   number   of   the   following   ques�ons.    What   are   the   risks,   opportuni�es,   and   challenges   
of   a   greater   focus   on   technological   advancements   and   new   construc�on   materials?    Are   there   limits   to   what   new   
technology   can   accomplish   that   mean   there   will   always   be   a   place   for   tradi�onal   trade   skills?    How   can   trades   adapt   to   
modern   methods   and   materials   to   ensure   long-term   relevance?    Can   technology   and   tradi�on   coexist   and   what   prac�ces   
can   preserva�onists   u�lize   in   their   project   development   to   ensure   that   both   are   integrated   in   the   process?     How   can   
vernacular   architecture   take   advantage   of   modern   technology   in   response   to   changing   culture,   code   requirements,   and   
development?    In   what   ways,   if   any,   does   new   technology   threaten   the   historic   integrity   of   built   structures?     

  
Presenta�ons   must   be   �ed   to   one   of   the   following   tracks:   

● Modern   technology,   i.e.   non-destruc�ve   evalua�on,   photogrammetry,   laser   scanning,   materials   tes�ng,   computer   
modeling,   upgraded   and   modern   materials     

● Tradi�onal   building   techniques,   i.e.   tradesperson   techniques,   preserva�on   of   knowledge   
● Adapta�on   of   tradi�onal   building   techniques   and   materials   using   modern   technology ,   i.e.   what   works   and   what   

doesn't,   revisi�ng   historic   methods   and   materials   in   new   construc�on   
● Infrastructure   upgrades,   i.e.   sustainability   efforts,   mechanical   upgrades   to   exis�ng   structures,   building   monitoring   

systems   
  

We   encourage   not   only   case   studies,   but   also   social   discussions,   technical   discussions,   and   academic   research.     

Presenta�ons  are  to  be  25-30  minutes  in  length  and  are  to  be  in  English,  with  a  maximum  of  two  speakers.  The  due  date                         
for   Abstract   Submission   is    October   18th,   2021 .     

Abstract   submission   will   be   through   the   APTNE   website.    The   following   materials   will   be   required   to   submit   an   abstract:   

- Contact   Informa�on -   Name,   Email,   Phone   Number   
- Presenter   Informa�on -   Resume,   Head   shot,   Biography   (250   words   or   less)   
- Abstract   Informa�on -   Title,   Abstract   (500-900   words   in   word   doc   and   plain   text)   
- Impact   Statement -   Up   to   250   words   about   how   your   proposed   abstract    is   related   to   technology   in   preserva�on   

and   how   it   will   build   upon   and/or   advance   the   field   of   preserva�on   
- Photographs -   at   least   two   photographs   referencing   the   abstract     

The   selec�on   process   and   no�fica�ons   will   be   completed   in   Mid-November.   

  

If   you are   interested   and   have   your   materials   ready   to   go,   please   go   to   the   following   website   for   submission:   

h�ps://aptne.org/2022-symposium-abstract-submission     

https://aptne.org/2022-symposium-abstract-submission

